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7'he really big decision in Washington 
The future formation of American 

puhlic opinion has fnllen into thc lop 
of a n  ambitious 36-year-old lawyer 
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On June 2 ,  atier dcliberations con- 

d u c t e d  behind 

i v i l l  decide the  fate 
oi  media large a n d  
sma l l .  p r i n t  a n d  
111 o d c a s t .  No o t h r  
d c c i s i o n  m a d e  i n  
1'1 .is 11 i n g  t o n w i I I 
iiiorc directly affect 
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adviser, 'ire h e  ~ ~ i o > t  pu issant  young 
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[ l i e  f ive-pcrcrn FL dc.r.il GiniinuiiicJ- 
tioils Corninisaion, dnd bccausc hc 
rma i t ly  Iirokc r b n k s  with his chair- 
m a n ,  Michdcl I'crwell (Colin's sun),  
<In a t ekcuni  c.UI:tnJVersy. thi, ellgag- 
ing North Cdrol i~ ian has become the 
swing vote mi tire power play that  
has media n i u g ~ i l ~  sdlivating. 
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Pt. Reyes, CA 94956 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Dccket No. 02-277 Don't abandon mediz safeguards! 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

We strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliniinating these last remaining protections. i !  of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all '. 
Americans, are used in a manher which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost cf broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessruy for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

? ,  

, .  :i; 

As Amencans concerned about our democracy, we urge you to reject the current proposal t3 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, we strongly urge you to 
beak up the media conglonerafes, to open :he spectrum to a wide diversity of orgvlizatlons and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Most sincerely, 

I .io Dennis McSweeney 
\ 



SUNSHINE PERIOD 
I RECENED& INSPECTED ! 

JUN 0 4 2003 
May 27, 2003 
Marlene H. Dorich, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
4 4 =  12th Street, SW FCC-MAILROOM 
Room TW-204B 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

RE: Upcoming proposed media ownership rules, scheduled vote 

mfl n\ F. cwf  OR 

June 2, 2007 

Dear Ms. Dorich; 

Friclosed please find out comment on the upcoming Media ownership 
rulp. changes being steamrolled through by Chairman Powell et. al. 
Oi-viously we are against any further DE-REGUALTION, (now 35% owner- 
s h i p ) ,  AS IS THF YAJDRITY OF AMERICAN OPINION. WE FIND THESE CHANGES, 
(EVFFr TO do%, REPORTED WITH SNEAKY SECRET PLAN RY POWELL), UN-AMERICAN. 

W A V E S :  
AND A FURTHER UN-DEMOCRATIC THEFT OF OUR PURLTC BROADCAST, RADIO1 AIR- 

Sincerely, 

Oceanside, CA 92054 

910 North Pacific % ? R  
Oceanside, CA 92054 

cc commissioners C o p ~ s ,  Adelstein, Senators Feinstein, Boxer, Mc Cain 
Congressman Darryl Issa 
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public serving, "on- diverse, 5 Broadcast monopolies control 70% 
of the media now, (non UHF), and 50% of a l l  internet news, 

WE ARE UNRELIEVAPLY ANGRY, AND DEMAND THAT THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
AT THE VERY LEAST RE E ENDED AS REOUESTED RY MEMRERS OF CONGRESS, 
(SO TOO IGNORED BY CHA x AN, (ALA MAO) POWELLb HOW DAMNED DARE HE! 
NOR WILL WE ACCFPT ANY SECRET DEALS P0WEL.L HAS APPARENTLY COOKED UP 
WITH HIS CRONIFS €OR ANYMORE OWNERSHIP (40% REPORTED, GIVING MONOPOLlES 
90% CONTROL NON UHF). 

Powell's SHAMEFUL, UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES ARE FRIGPTENING! 

Kudos to you commissioners Copps and Adelstein, Thank You. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah and Steven Rogers 
910 North Pacific $10 
Oceanside, CA 92054 

Robin and Thomas Montllor 
910 North Pacific # 3 8  
Oceanside, CA 92054 

cc Senators Dianne Feinstein, Barbara Boxer, John Mc Cain 
Congressman Darryl Issa 



May 2 7 ,  2003 

Most Honorable FCC Commlsbfoners 
Michael Copps 
Jonathan Adelstein 
445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20554 
Room TW-204BI ( ? )  

RE: Proposed, (APPARENTLY ALREADY DECIDED BY CHAIRMAN PWELb),broad- 
cast, media rule changes in ownership, vote scheduled 6/2/2003 

Most Honorable Commissioners Copps and Adelstein; 

BY desian, (per netvork monoFolies, Chairman Powell's program), we 
soon to be former Republicans, (Donors) were unaware of the upcoming 
Broadcast media ownership rule changes. This despite SUb5Crihing to 
a newsFaper, (OWNED BY TRIBUNE) and watching the various news programs 
including cable. Apparently the only notice for MOST AMERICANS, (polls 
is by way of newspapers, network news, NEVER REPORTED ON NBC, MSNBC, 
FOX, CAS, (ON OUR AIRWAVES), AND ON OTHERS, ONLY AFTER THE FACTI AFTER 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD OVER, (APPARENTLY), TO DELIBERATELY WIN FURTHER 
MONOPOLY OF OUR AIRWAVES, RADIO NETWORKS ETC. OF COURSE THE CLFAR 
CHANNEL RADIO MONOPOLY HAS NOT REPORTED, NOR CBS, WESTWOOD ONE PROGRAM' 
MTNG MONOPOLIIES HAVE LIKEWISE NOT REPORTED. 

SO MUCH FOR "THE PUBLIC INTEREST, DIVERSITY IN PROGRAMMING"! Chairman 
PowOll, and GOP cronies on the commission UNDERESTlMATE OUR RABE, he's 
had -public meetings BUT 44 WITH THE NETWORKS, (NOT TO-MBBTION THF 

TWQCFSAWDS HE AND OTHERS O f t  THE COMMTSSION HAVE ACCEPTED IN TRIPS FROM 
THEF VERY MONOPOLIES HE, THEY ARE TO FEGULATE)!!!!! THIS CONDUCT, IS 
NOT ONLY UNEHTICAL, FAILING TO SERVE HIS MANDATE, BUT IS RN UN-AMERCAN 
THEFT OF OUR PROPERTY, "QUID PRO QUO". OUR DEMOCRACY HAS ALREADY 
BEEN DAMAGED SEVERELY DUE TO THE '96 "TELFCOMMUNICATIONS ACT" AS YOU 
ALL ARE PERFECTLY AWARE, AS SACRAWEMTO CLEAR CHANNEL GENERAL MANAGER 
RADIO STATIONS BRAGGED IN IN OFFICE MEMO "WE'RE THE ONLY GAME IN TOWN", 
As NEC Memo stated upon the firing of Phil Donahue, (higher ratlhgs 
than Mattheve show), they cannot have a show "that crititizes the 
president": : ! : : 

Every radio station that we are able to receive IS OWNED BY CLEAR 

with the remainder owned hy DISNEY, VIACOM, NONE REPORTING ON FCC 
CHANNEL, ( 3 LIMPAUGH ALL THE TIME SPRTIORS'r OWN ALL SAN"DIEGO OUTLETS) 

RULE CHANGES, EITHER LIMBAUGH ET AL. OR WESTWOOD ONE PROGRAMMING MON- 
OPOLIES. THIS rs A N  UN-AMERICAN, FACIST DISGRACE. 
Thanks to the valient efforts you two, (ALONE) commissioners have made, 
we were made aware of these changes by PBS, And C-Span, (only in the 
last three weeks). Thanks to you, were are fully aware, (now) of 
the vast majority of public opinion being against any further easing 
Of ownership rules, (CNN 98% of public, AND WE CONCUR, THINKS MEDIA 
TOO CONCENTRATED NOW, ONLY ON OBSCURE "MONEYLINE"). These same non- 



SUNSHINE PERIOD 

Elizabeth Landon-Lane 
301 S. Crescent Dr. Apt. 21 
Hollywood, FL 33021-7465 

RECEIVED & IEISPECTED i 7  JUN 0 4 2003 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

W E T  F!j.E ct2py D R , ~ , ~ ~ ~  

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don't abandon media safeguards! 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

I FCC-MAILROOM 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of  profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 



SUNSHINE PERIOD 

Federal Communications Commission 
Washington DC 

Re: Media Monopoly 

Statist governments, whether fascist or communist, share one trait. Under such rule, 
government ownership ofjudge, jury, prosecutor and defense attorney guarantees 
oppression of the people 

Capitalist systems, Ibr all their faults are better, because they [should] have an 
independent arbiter and referee, government agencies that limit unbridled corporate 
power As long as they serve this function they serve the people and the interests of 
democracy. But when capitalist governments stop serving this function, and bow to 
corporate interests first, they serve the interests of all phony forms of government: 
oppression of the people. 

Shame on you! 

In a country whose collective consciousness is already monopolized by the media few, 
it's an outrage that you intend to sell out the American people -- who gave you a sacred 
trust. 'That you intend to vote in the closet on this issue: without demanding a broad and 
deep, public debate, i s  ahominahle 

You must find your soul and change directions 

Push back the deadline on this issue and take the case to the public, through the airwaves; 
actively engage the p r e s  until [his issue has reached (lie rniiicis and ille lips of every 
American citizen. 

Kemember those who created this country and your integrity, and serve this democracy. 

Leo Nation,_ - 
,/:-- ,J I) 

J 



SUNSHINE PERIOD 

May 29,2002 

Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy :>,=xv;r pi: 5 l~:g?Y ORIGIMA 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfih Si., SW 
Washington. DC 20554 

Re: 
JUFj O 4 2003 

MB Docket No. 02-277 
Appearance on Dime Rhem Show 5/29/03 

Ilear Commissioner Abernathy: I FCC-MAILROOM 1 
As you know. I had the privilege ofappearing on the Diane Rehm Show today just after you 

were interviewed. Ilowever, sincc 1 do not know if you were able to listen to the remainder of the 
show. 1 do not know ifyou hcard what I said regarding the role ofthe First Amendment in the media 
ownership review. 

Several times, you stated that the D.C. Circuit said that when you set ownership limits, you 
are “limiting the First Amendment rights ofbroadcasters” and that to sustain an ownership limit you 
must “balance” the value o f  the regulation against the broadcasters’ First Amendment rights. 

This so misstates that law that one could almost presume either an intent to mislead listeners 
or a hndamental failure to understand the cases. The D.C. Circuit has repeatedly rejected the First 
Amendment claims of broadcasters. See Sincluir Broudcust Group, fnc. v. FCC, 284 F.3d 148,167- 
68 (D.C. Cir. 2002); Fox Tele~,isionS/u/ions, Inc. v. FCC, 280 F.3d 1027, 1045-46 (D.C. Cir. 2002). 
Rather. it is the public which has a “paramount” First Amendment right to a diversity ofviews. Red 
Lion Rroadcu.P/ing (‘o., Jnc. v. FC’C’, 395 U.S. 367, 389-91 (1969). 

In any event, 1 hope this clarification is usehl. Ifnothing else, 1 hope you will reconsider your 
decision applying the proper legal standard, which considers the First Amendment rights ofthe public 
without any halancing against a non-existent First Amendment right of licensees to own unlimited 
tederal liccnses. 

Sincerely, , / /  
-, ./ /- ’ ,P,‘ 9,; ,,/ 

,~ I ,. L C  

cc: Stacy Robinson 

Harold Feld 
Associate Director 



DAVID GLICK, M.A., M.F.C.C. 
Licensed Marriage. Family and Child Coiinselor 

P 0 Box 542 
Ross Calilornia 94957 

(415) 457-3825 

QI JNSHINE PERIOD 

Reference _ _  %: t.?3 Docket 92-277 

Yarlene i ! .  Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Coinmunica tions Commission 
Off ice of the Secretary 

&#KCI L., Tfl: 4 , , , - : ' .  r- -I-:?\'' nq!GlMI. 

4 4 5  1 2 t h  St. SF7 

Vashington, n.c. 20554 

:!ear I l s .  nortch, 

J -OO~T Tlj-204P. 

I am on the 5oard of the Social Justice Center of Elarin 
j~n San qnselmo, California and I am writing to register my 
stronr; opposition t.o any further efforts at media consolidation. 
I also work with the Marin Peace and Justice Coalition. Between 
the two organizations we reach some two thousand local residents. 
?Io one in o u r  oraanizations is in favor of further media 
consolieation. 

I Selieve the weakeninq of requlations i n  the 1996  . 
Communications Act allowinq for greater concentration of 
ownership in radio has been disastrous for our democracy. I 
fear that should the regulations be further weakened~ allowing 
for increased cross ownership and qreater concentration of 
ovnership of TV stations, the FCC would have been complicit 
i n  un6ermining our democracy. 

"market efficiencies" and greater attention to "democratic 
sufficiencies ." 

I wish Chairmar. Powell would pay less attention to so-called 

David Click 



D - .  - i L i e l  , K i r b y  Cunn ingham 
3 6 3 4  S .  L e w i s t o n  S T .  
A u r o r a .  C O  8 0 0 1 3  

SUNSHINE PERlOD I FCC-MAILROOM 1 
May 2 9 ,  2 0 0 3  

62-2 77 

To ':imfi rrtittd 

JUN 0 5 2003 

Distribution Center 

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  - 1 2 t h  S t r e e t ,  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 5 5 4  

D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r s :  

T h i s  b r i e f  l e t t e r  i s  t o  c o n v e y  my p e r s o n a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
e x p a n d i n g  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  by i n d i v i d u a l  o w n e r s .  W h i l e  I 
r e p r e s e n t  no c o r p o r a t e  nor c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i n t e r e s t s ,  my 
c a r e e r  h a s  i n c l u d e d  o w n e r s h i p  o f  a s m a l l  c o u n t r y  w e e k l y  
n e w s p a p e r  a n d  10  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a b u s i n e s s  r e p o r t e r  
o n  two d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r s .  

A f r e e  f l o w  o f  o p i n i o n  and  i d e a s  a n d  n e w s i s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
f o r  a v i b r a n t  r e p u b l i c  s u c h  a s  o u r s .  Y e s ,  f o o d ,  s h e l t e r ,  
c l o t h e s ,  power  a n d  h e a t  a r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e s  t o  b e  
c o n s e r v e d  and  p r o t e c t e d .  B u t  m a t e r i a l  c o m f o r t  i s  m e a n i n g -  
l e s s  w i t h o u t  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m .  

I n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e c t o r  y o u  w e l l  know t h a t  t h e  f l o w  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  become  c o n s t r i c t e d .  A l t h o u g h  D e n v e r  h a s  
two d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r s ,  m o s t  d a y s  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  A s s o c i a t e d  
P r e s s  a r t i c l e  r e p o r t s  on a n a t i o n a l  o r  f o r e i g n  e v e n t .  B o t h  
p a p e r s  e v e n  c a r r y  t h e  s a m e  N e w  York  T i m e s  c o l u m n i s t s ,  f u r t h e r  
r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  f r e e  f l o w  o f  i d e a s .  The  t o t a l  l a c k  o f  
d i v e r s i t y  i n  o u r  news  g a t h e r i n g  i s  now a s e r i o u s  c r i s i s .  May 
I c i t e  t h e  a l l e g e d  f a l l  o f  R u s s i a  ( t h o g h  i t  s t i l l  s e e m s  t o  
r a t t l e  d l a r g e  n u c l e a r  s a b e r )  i n  p a r t  came f r o m  a r e s t r i c t e d  
f l o w  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  If y o u r  d e s i r e  i s  t o  m e r g e  t h e  U . S .  
w i t h  R u s s i a ,  t h e n  y o u  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  work  t o w a r d  e l i m i n -  
a t i n g  c h o i c e .  The  more  s o c i a l i s t  ( e v e n  c o m m u n i s t )  a c o u n t r y  
i s ,  t h e  more  r e s t r i c t e d  a r e  i t s  c h o i c e s ,  i n  t h e  a r e n a  o f  
c o n s u m e r i s m  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a r e n a  o f  i d e a s .  

I a l s o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  o b v i o u s  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t o p m o s t  
r u n g s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  media  a r e  d o m i n a t e d  by  a n a r r o w  seg- 
m e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a c e  w h o s e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  g o a l s  s eem 
t o  b e  a i m e d  t o w a r d  v e r y  q u e s t i o n a b l e  e n d s .  I w o u l d  e v e n  
a l l e g e  t h a t  now i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  b e g i n  a r o u n d  o f  " t r u s t  b u s t i n g "  
t o  b r e a k - u p  t h e  m e d i d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  now s t r a n g l i n g  s o c i e t y .  

~,', - ,., I' , , i.~. ,' ' y-- D a n i e l  K .  Cunn ingham 
( '  :.: : ,, 

i 
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Boonville, CA 95415 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don't abandon media safeguards! 

Dear FCC Cornmissinvtlrs, 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media comuanies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Most sincerely, 



SUNSHINE PER100 

Steven J. Schwartz 
662 Foxcrofl Rd. 

ns Park, PA 19027-1526 
ix)(3xET =!LE C W Y  ORlG k!k 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Strzet; SW:-,?:'' . I 

Washingtor,, DC -1055.1 . , .  . ./.. 

RE: Duckzt No. 02-257 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

Doc't dbxdoi! media safcgixks! 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own t l x  newspaper, severel TV arid radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This wi:! :ery badly damage true media diversity a?d competition. A competitive and diverse 
ioedia i!; ebsciutely essential to ensurz an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
rhnocracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment ofthe FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by 611 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range ol'voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge a id  unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handhl of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessw for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

c_ , - *' 
/= 

' 

0 

is and 

, 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

c_ - * 
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Dear FCC, . !3t,r i~~tion Center 

SAILING PARTNER SHIPS 

May 27, 2003 

Richard Smith 
8250 Branch Rd. 

Annandale, VA 22003 

Sailpartnr@jaol.com 
sailiogpartnershipscom 

Tel : (703) 978-2160 
Fax : (703) 978-2306 

This is my first written communication to the government ofthe country in which 
I have lived for 57 years. To sit idly sidelined seems foolish when such important 
decisions are being made regarding the communications industry 

show. Kojo Nambe was interviewing two guests to the show and wanted some feedback 
from the audience. He asked for a show of hands: “How many of you use the internet to 
get news from abroad from foreign broadcasters?’ Kojo was surprised and I was 
amazed. Fifty percent of the respondents held up their hand to indicate that they felt 
compelled to go abroad (outside of the USA) to get another view of what was happening 
during the war in Iraq. 

What will happen if media ownership continues in the direction of further 
concentration? Will this further our access to information from many sources, or will it 
tend to consolidate it? My strong sense of the situation is that this will greatly reduce the 
points of view expressed and greatly restrict our access to information and different 
points of view. 

muting of expression that will develop? The answer is this: it is very difficult to 
perceive the assumptions on which individuals build their lives and their thoughts. These 
assumptions reside and may be invisible to those who profess them. But to those who are 
on the outside, the parameters of thought are the heart and soul of the debates that should 
be taking place amongst the members of our society. How could we be so foolish as to 
decrease the points of view that are tolerated and expressed? Is there to be only a 
mainstream that is a single stream? Will it be NBC vs AL.-JAZEERA, or will there be 
gradations within the spectrum? When the corporate media says it is time for war, will 
there be another medium to put forth an anti-war position? 

FURTHER DEREGULATION!! 

A few days ago I was listening to a radio show presented on NPR at a computer 

Will the media giants willfi~lly restrict their journalists, or is there a more subtle 

Let us act to multiply access to the media, not further restrict it. VOTE NO TO 
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